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lakes as well as desert, and spilled out here and
there like pools of quicksilver are the great over-
flows which if properly controlled would once again
convert the desert into a garden. When the floods
come down and the waters prevail exceedingly, as
they have done every year since the days of Noah,
hundreds of square miles of alluvial flat are also
covered with a film of shallow water.
The largest of the permanently flooded areas lies
between the two rivers just above the point where
they meet to form the great waterway of the Shatt
al Arab. The main stream of the Euphrates now
joins the Tigris at Gurmat AH, six miles above the
town of Basrah, but not so long ago the junction
was at Qurna, thirty-five miles farther upstream on
the Tigris. Later on the Euphrates burst its right
bank and spread across to the gravel ridge which
edges the real desert and runs from Ur of the
Chaldees to the little desert town of Zobeir. By
degrees it cut for itself a new channel to Gurmat
AH, but this was not deep enough to hold the
increased volume of water in the flood season, and
every year the alluvial plain between Basrah and
Zobeir was also flooded, right down to the ancient
mouth of the combined Tigris and Euphrates at the
head of what is now called the Khor Abdullah. At
the same time, the surplus water from the swollen
creeks which take off from the Shatt al Arab every
few hundred yards from Gurmat AH to Fao joined
with the Euphrates overflow to flood the Basrah plain.
In his fascinating report to the Turkish Govern-
ment on the Irrigation of Mesopotamia, Sir William
Willcocks describes this tract as follows :
" The land itself is exceedingly rich, and the strip
stretching west of a line joining Basrah to Zobeir,